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7.2 SINGLE CARRIAGEWAY RURAL ROADS

122. In most instances, consideration of collision history, road function, mix of road users including
presence of vulnerable road users, road geometry, engineering and environment, and actual traffic
speed should enable traffic authorities to determine the appropriate limit on single carriageway
rural roads.

123. Roads may have primarily either a through traffic function or a local access function. Both
need to be provided safely. Mobility benefits will be more important for roads with a through-traffic
function, while environmental and community benefits are likely to be of greater importance for the
local access roads.

124. There may be many roads below A and B classification that serve a mixed through-traffic and
access function. Where that traffic function is currently being achieved without a high collision rate,
these roads should be judged as through-traffic roads. If, however, for all or parts of these roads
there is a substantial potential risk to vulnerable road users, these sections should be assessed as
roads with a local access function.

125. Within routes, separate assessments should be made for each section of road of 600 metres
or more for which a separate speed limit might be considered appropriate. When this is completed,
the final choice of appropriate speed limit for individual sections might need to be adjusted to
provide consistency over the route as a whole.

126. The choice of speed limits should take account of whether there is substantial roadside
development and whether the road forms part of a recognised route for vulnerable road users,
including whether there is a footway.

127. Table 2 sets out recommended speed limits for roads with a predominant motor traffic flow
function. If walking, cycling, horse riding, community or environmental factors are particularly
important on any road section, consideration should be given to using the lower limit.

Table 2
Speed limits for single carriageway roads® with a predominant motor traffic flow function

Speed Limit (mph) Where limit should apply

60 Recommended for most high quality strategic A and B roads with few
bends, junctions or accesses.

50 Should be considered for lower quality A and B roads that may have a
relatively high number of bends, junctions or accesses.

Can also be considered where mean speeds are below 50 mph, so lower
limit does not interfere with traffic flow.

40 Should be considered where there are many bends, junctions or
accesses, substantial development, a strong environmental or landscape
reason, or where there are considerable numbers of vulnerable road
users.



128. For C and Unclassified roads with important access and recreational function, the following
speed limits are deemed appropriate and traffic authorities should use these as guidance when
reviewing the speed limits on these roads:

+ The national speed limit of 60 mph is only appropriate for the best quality C and Unclassified
roads with a mixed (i.e. partial traffic flow) function with few bends, junctions or accesses. In
the longer term, these roads should be assessed against through-traffic criteria. For lower
quality C and Unclassified roads with a mixed function and high numbers of bends, junctions
or accesses 50 mph may be appropriate.

+ A speed limit of 40 mph may be considered for roads with a predominantly local, access or
recreational function, for example in national parks or areas of outstanding natural beauty
(AONB), or across, or adjacent to, unenclosed common land; or if they form part of a
recommended route for vulnerable road users. It may also be appropriate if there is a
particular collision problem.

129. It is important to note that the above does not imply that speed limits should automatically be
reduced. Indeed, in some cases the assessment may suggest that the existing speed limit may be
too low, and a higher speed limit should be considered, as it is likely to be achievable safely.

130. We would welcome applications for zonal rural speed limits, usually 40 mph zones, for
example in national parks or AONBs or on other networks of minor rural roads where speeds are
already in line with such a limit. Such zones would include entry treatment and painted repeater
roundels. The Department is keen to consider the effectiveness of such zones in reducing speeds
and signing requirements.

7.3 VILLAGES

131. Fear of traffic can affect people's quality of life in villages and it is self- evident that villages
should have comparable speed limits to similar roads in urban areas. It is therefore government
policy that a 30 mph speed limit should be the norm through villages.

132. It may also be appropriate to consider 20 mph limits or zones in built- up village streets which
are primarily residential in nature, or where pedestrian and cyclist movements are high. Such limits
should not, however, be considered on roads with a strategic function or where the movement of
motor vehicles is the primary function.

133. Traffic Advisory Leaflet 01/04 (DfT, 2004) sets out policy on achieving lower speed limits in
villages. It suggests that reasonable minimum criteria for the definition of what constitutes a village,
for the purpose of applying a village speed limit of 30 mph, would be that there were:

- 20 or more houses (on one or both sides of the road); and

+ a minimum length of 600 metres.

134. If there are just fewer than 20 houses, traffic authorities should make extra allowance for any
other key buildings, such as a church, shop or school. Where the character of a village falls outside
this definition, local authorities are encouraged to use their discretion in deciding whether a lower
speed limit is appropriate.

135. The criteria above should give adequate visual messages to drivers to reduce their speed. It
is recommended that the minimum length for the new limit is at least 600 metres to avoid too many
changes in speed limits along a route, and to aid compliance. Traffic authorities may, however,
lower this to 400 metres when the level of development density over this shorter length exceeds
the 20 or more houses criterion and, in exceptional circumstances, to 300 metres.



136. In some circumstances it might be appropriate to consider an intermediate speed limit of 40
mph prior to the 30 mph terminal speed limit signs at the entrance to a village, in particular where
there are outlying houses beyond the village boundary or roads with high approach speeds. For
the latter, traffic authorities might also need to consider other speed management measures to
support the message of the speed limit and help encourage compliance so that no enforcement
difficulties are created for the local police force. Where appropriate, such measures might include a
vehicle-activated sign, centre hatching or other measures that would have the effect of narrowing
or changing the nature and appearance of the road.

137. Where the speed limit commences at the village boundary, the village nameplate sign
(prescribed in diagram 2402.1 of TSRGD 2002) and speed limit roundel may be mounted together.
The combined sign should be located at the point where the speed limit starts, and it may be
helpful if drivers can see housing at the same time as the signs, reinforcing the visual message for
reduced speed.

138. If there are high approach speeds to a village, or the start of the village is not obvious, village
gateway treatments can also be an effective way to slow drivers down. Advice can be found in
Local Transport Note 1/07 Traffic Calming (DfT, 2007) and Traffic Advisory Leaflets 01/94 VISP — A
Summary (DoT, 1994a) and 01/04 Village Speed Limits (DfT, 2004).

139. In situations where the above criteria for a village are not met and there is a lesser degree of
development, or where engineering measures are not practicable or cost-effective to achieve a 30
mph limit, but a reduction from the national 60 mph speed limit is considered appropriate, traffic
authorities should consider alternative lower limits of 40 or 50 mph.

140. A recommendation to use the framework for the assessment of speed limit options on rural
single carriageway roads, in place since the publication of the previous Speed Limit Circular
(01/2006), is withdrawn.



